GEOGRAPHY

THERKALSEN


MAP QUIZ #2: AFRICA
Memorize the following locations on the maps provided and be prepared to                     demonstrate your knowledge by labeling them on map quiz number one
	Cape of Good Hope
	Often confused for the southern tip of S. America, dividers for sailors b/n Atlt. & Indian Oceans

	Mediterranean sea
	Important trading route for ancient civilization, crossroads of Europe, Africa, Asia

	Tunisia
	Northernmost African country, 40% desert, ancient home of Carthage & Roman breadbasket

	Cyprus
	Frequent conflict and political separation of North Turkish half and South British/Greek half

	Libya
	90% desert, fourth largest country in Africa, recent oil discoveries, often controversial state

	Morocco
	Claims world’s oldest university (859AD), ancient home to our Arabic numbers,  not in African Union

	Western Sahara
	Disputed independent state controlled by Morocco, AU recognizes independence,  Arab league doesn't

	Algeria
	2nd largest country on the African continent, Islamic, home to some oil

	Mauritania
	Islamic Republic, among the richest fishing coast in the world, 2/3 desert and growing

	Mali
	home of ancient Timbuktu on Niger River,  landlocked, 65% of land is desert/semi desert

	Niger
	Landlocked, named after Niger River, slavery became illegal in 2004

	Chad
	Landlocked, sometimes known as the "dead heart of Africa," new home of many Sudanese refugees

	Sudan
	Largest African country, big desertification problem, big conflict between Islam gov't and Christians

	Egypt
	many people, most live near Nile River, Pyramids, Sphinx, first domestication of cats, mummies

	Eritrea
	Achieved independence from Ethiopia in 1993

	Ethiopia
	Landlocked, starving children, holdout against colonization, home of Haile Sallassie I

	Nigeria
	Most populous country in Africa, also named after Niger River, 300+ languages spoken

	Somalia
	Strategic position in the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden, longest coastline in Africa

	Djibouti
	Is mainly a stony desert, with scattered plateaus and highlands, located along plate boundary

	Red Sea
	Part of the Great Rift Valley, high salinity, created by divergence of African and Arabian plates

	Senegal
	Westernmost point in Africa, Gambia lies within, 94% Muslim, life expectancy around 58 years

	The Gambia
	Smallest African , small sliver < 48 kilometers wide, "Roots" homeland, 1st and last British colony

	Guinea-Bissau
	After independence Bissau (capital city) was added to name for clarity, highest point 980 ft

	Guinea
	Sometimes called Guinea-Conakry (capital) for clarity, 85% Muslim AS ARE MOST OF THE ABOVE

	Sierra Leone
	Home to Freetown a large slave port, life expectancy about 40 years, world's3rd largest natural port

	Liberia
	Founded with U.S. help for formerly enslaved Africans, one of two  never dominated by Europe

	Ivory Coast
	Officially Côte d'Ivoire

	Burkina Faso
	Landlocked, name means "the land of upright people," high population density

	Ghana
	Name means “Warrior King," first sub-Saharan country in colonial Africa to gain its independence.

	Togo
	Small, thin sub-Saharan nation,

	Benin
	Sandbanks create difficult access to a coast with no natural harbors, river mouths, or islands

	Cameroon
	Called "Africa in miniature" for its geological and cultural diversity, 200+ ethnic/language groups

	Central African Republic
	Landlocked, The Ecologist magazine estimated that Central African Republic is the world's leading country in sustainable development.

	Equatorial Guinea
	Only country with Spanish as official language, least populous company in Africa

	Gabon
	More prosperous than many in Africa, extra efforts to preserve natural environment

	Congo
	Divided from "the other Congo" by the Congo River, AKA rep. of Congo or Congo-Brazzaville

	Democratic Republic of the Congo
	Formerly known as Zaire, straddles the equator, highest frequency of thunderstorms on Earth, Great Rift Valley runs through the East. 

	Congo River
	2nd largest flow and the 2nd largest watershed of any river in the world (trailing the Amazon).

	Uganda
	Landlocked, but Lake Victoria starts the Nile River here flowing to the Mediterranean

	Rwanda
	Landlocked, "Land of a Thousand Hills,"1994 Genocide b/n Hutus and Tutsis

	Burundi
	Lowest GDP per capita in the world, Landlocked, "The heart of Africa," massive deforestation

	Kenya
	Great Rift Valley splits it, straddles the equator

	Tanzania
	Home to Africa's highest: Mt. Kilimanjaro, Serengeti National Park, United with Zanzibar in 1964.

	Mt. Kilimanjaro
	Africa's highest mountain, inactive stratovolcano, created as part of the Great Rift Valley

	Lake Victoria
	Largest tropical lake in the world, commonly known as the place the Nile River begins

	Nile River
	North flowing, longest river in the world, highly populated river shore

	Mozambique
	Prone to floods. Was a Portuguese center for the slave trade. Independent in 1975

	Malawi
	Landlocked, Lake Malawi = more species of fish than any other inland body of water (500+).

	Zambia
	Home of Victoria falls, Landlocked, name derives from the Zambezi river

	Angola
	Independent in 1975, civil war from 1975-2002, oil discovered- much of it off the coast, 

	Namibia
	Least densely populated country in the world, home to Namib and Kalahari deserts

	Botswana
	Landlocked, Kalahari desert covers 70% of country

	Zimbabwe
	Landlocked, shares Victoria Falls with Zambia, independence in 1980

	South Africa
	Home to J-Bay, long coast, apartied, Nelson Mandela, and many climates

	Kalahari Desert
	362,500 sq. mi., most of it is not true desert (semi-desert), 5-10 inches of rain/year

	Johannesburg
	Largest/most populous city in South Africa and largest (non-commercial) manmade forest. 

	Madagascar
	Home to 5% of world's species, 80% of those are endemic to the island

	Strait of Gibraltar
	Separates Morocco from Spain, closed 6 mya creating Meditrn. lake and reopened 5 mya

	Atlas Mountains
	1,500 miles long, separates the coasts from the Sahara desert

	Tripoli
	Capital city of Libya

	Cairo
	Capital city of Egypt, lies on the banks of the Nile River

	Timbuktu
	Islamic center of Africa throughout past 500 years, located in Mali

	Gulf of Aden
	Important oil waterway, acts of piracy are still regularly committed here

	Sahara Desert
	World's largest sand desert covering N. Af.; 3,500,000 sq mi (close to size of USA), name = desert

	Sahel Semi desert
	Boundary of semi-desert along the southern edge of the Sahara, growing in size

	Great Rift Valley
	3,700 mi long geologic feature created at the boundary between 2 African and an Arabian plate

	Horn of Africa
	Peninsular region of Eastern Africa jutting out into the Arabian Sea

	Indian Ocean
	3rd largest, 20% of water surface African, Indian, and Antarctic crustal plates converge here

	Mogadishu
	Capital of Somalia, long recent history of fighting

	Darfur Region
	Western Sudan region of conflict between Northern Arab Muslim gov't and Southern black Christians

	Lake Chad
	Shallow shrinking lake important to populations of four surrounding countries

	Zambezi river
	fourth-longest river in Africa, home to Victoria falls

	Lake Malawi
	also known as Lake Nyasa, it's tropical waters contain more fish species than any lake on Earth

	Lake Tanganyika 
	situated within the Western Rift; deepest lake in Africa and holds the greatest volume of fresh water

	Niger River
	It's banks are home to Timbuktu near inland delta resulting from a suddenly low gradient

	Equator
	Imaginary line equidistant from the North Pole and South Pole.

	Tropic of Cancer
	23.5°North latitude, furthest northern point of suns declination

	Tropic of Capricorn
	23.5°North latitude, furthest southern point of suns declination
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